TESTIMONY
TAERN BY
THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE

TO INQUIRE INTO

THE CONDITION OF AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSUR-
RECTIONARY STATES.

ALABAMA-Coutinned,

Hﬁﬁ‘rsmn, ALABAMA, October 9, 1671,
WILLIAM MATHEWS {(colored) sworn and examined, .

By the CHAIRMAN
Question, Were yon a witness against William Henderson, & eolored man, on an ex-
amination had before Commissioner Day in this ptace t
Answer. Yes, air,
Queation. Did you testify that Henderson was a man of bad charaoter ¥ .
Anower, Yes, sir; I teatified that, but I was Lound to do it; I could not balp my-
Belf.

Question. What waa the reason of thatt

Anawer. If I had nob sworn thas, when I went back—for overything I possessed was.-
there——they aaid that I might, perhaps, have been treated worss than ho was,

Quostion. Who did you live with a6 that timed

dnawer. With Mr. Whit Newsome,

Question. How near was that to Willjam Malone t

Answer. 1 don’t know, sir; 1 guess it i3 about two or three or four milea, I naver
was over to Mr. Malone’s place in iny life. 1 was eooking for Whit Nowaome,

Question, What did Whit Newaome have to do with the Henderson affair ¥ ‘

Angwer. Well, sir, Mr, Holseapple was his brother-in-law ; thut is the way bho woy
futereated about it.

Question. Who told yon to awear the way you did?

‘Answer. Mr. Nowaoms told me.

Question, Did be tell you he wanted to protect Holseapple t

Angwer. Yea, sir.

Question, Did you awear to the truth in that examination ¢

Answer. No, air.

Question. You way tell the committee now what kind of 8 man William Hendersom.
is and was at that time,

Awnwer. I never hos found nothing wreng with Willinm Henderson, Ha swaya
showed me good partiality, and both to white and colored, as far as [ can 8ay. Him
and Mr. Malone had a litils scrape there together once, and they all got down on him
ot that account. That is all I could aay,
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Question, Did he have » good character among the colored peopla

Angwer. Yes, pir. .

Question. How waa he respected among the white people, excag; Matone ¥

JAnser. Tl waa reapected every way by all every way excapt Mr. Malone and & fow
others around there, Mr. —, 1 ean’s think of his nawe, and the two men that were
here that served Lim the act that they dad. L
- Question. You wish to recant all you aaid in your formaer examination ¥

Answer, Tes, sir. .
Question. 'Was there another colored man +who testified agaiost him ¥

Answer, Yes, air, . o
Question. Did he pwear against Henderson for the game reason that you did '
Anmwer. Yes, sirt thab is what he tald me. I can't eay whether it is so for certain

or not, bat he told me thab.

Question. Wlo was e workin fort
Answer. He was working for William Malone, the other colored man Was

Question, Did he eay he gwore 39 he did on account of fear of Malone ¥
Answer. No, air; ho was paid for if.

Question. Paid for swearing as he did 1

Sinswer, He told me be would get $50 when he get home.

Question, What was hia namea ¥

Answer, His name was Jim Carter.

By Mr. BUCKLEY:

Question, Sincs this trial have you been living with Mr. Newsome 1

Asrswer. Yes, air.

Question. Do you live there now ¥,

Aneweer. No, sir.

Question. When did yon leave theret

dnswer, T left there four weeks to-day.

Question, Where do you live now 1

Answer. 1 stay oat Lere with Alived Cleary,

Quastion. Near Huntsville ¥

Auywer, Yos, sic; right across hore. I had to leave there; I could not stay there.

Ry the CHAITRMAN

Question. Why did you have to leave ]

Aunswer. T wos engaged to get married 10 a womaz,
Newgome's, snd I went off with ber that night to her house, and the pext morning he
Nowed that I didn’t attend to my business; that 1 waa ronsing all over the wholo
country, abd he expected to handle me for it, and he took ::‘II clothes from meo and
pave them to another coloted mau ; so I come away. He took all my clothing snd my
wages. I never ot noue of my wawea at all from him,

westion. How much ia due from Mr. Newsome to you?t

Angwer. Ten dollars is dne.

Quastion, Does Lie refuse to pay yon!

Answer. Yen, air, .

By Mr. BECK:

Question. .Jim Carter, did yon say, was this man ¥

Anzwer. Yes, €ir. -

Q:esﬁon. Where did Jim Carter tell you he was to bs paid for swearing the way he
-did

Ansiwer, Te tuld mo that down st the depot, ir.

Gestion. When ¥
Ansrer, Mo aud bim waa sitting together that same night that the trial came on

here, fike as if it waa to-day, and it was that night. Tle was at the depot to Bee; Wwe
was all taking the train for home; he could not get home until Sunday morning. Me
and him was b chat together, anit he told ma that himeelf,

Question. 1s ho a eotored man of pretty good character ! .

Answer, Yea, sir; a8 fav as I know. I never was in his company but once in my life,
and thut was when he came here. .

Question. How long hiad yon known William Honderson®

Jinswer. 1 have kuown William Henderson ever since the 14th of Maroh.

Cmeation, Last Marcht

Aupwer. Yes, sir.

Question, Where was he working when yon Luew him ¥

Anstocr. At Mr. Goodloe’s.

Question. Had you never kmewn him before that |

Answcer, No, sir. .

Quention, What white men have you ever heard give him a good character eince

thent

and she cotae over there to Mr.

-
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Angwer, T have never heard any white men but Mr. Goodloos apeak well of him. I

never heard none say anythiog about him more than th i i
iy e say angthi ; an them he was in attack with,
ﬁ*o‘;n ation ¥hita havo told t 'e t:t;)ml:l:m‘d:aeef have you not, that he had a good character
nawer. Yes, gir; so far as J can say.
Question, What white man have i i
yon aver heard give him a good cha
o ;frmwer oo, on h.-::::i l:f:T sM.r._g'hh?n:i down st Cherokes, say ende:aor:a?:; ’a pratty
e y ¥o paid his debis, No difference what he owed, he always tried
uestion. In that the only white man you have ever b i
m.?;;! T%;at t,l?a tf](: only one Lhave hjt;ard speakvgi" hier:lgotglzlf ofhim?
aoiestion. & only knowledge you have of what white men say of his char-
Answer. Yes, sir.
Queation, Where is he living now
Anwwer. William Henderson ?
Quesiion. Yes, sir.
.énsu:g. H‘% li]a Lere in Houtsville, '
uoation. en did you tell bi oome i
sw:;rn f&lm}l{ﬁ; t]'::e d x}; miuatliol:;? you wanted to here and admit that you had
asteer, I told him so on Friday, Iast Friday.
gaeehm.ﬂli);giﬁo?t]iunt him np or did he hgnt you?
natoer, n’t huot me and I didn’ him, i i
ngu lnfg, an‘r’l‘F la]po]l:e to ll:im and he g]w];t;gl,ﬂl:, Twas draying, and in passing I
heestion, o bromght i
Queslion. Who mght on the conversation?t
gmm.IWIila:d dﬁ(‘l Fyou say to him ¥
agiwer, I eall iru and told bim & man had told me thy ingui
tv:)llzdet]]la;ls; {1 :fls:s e:o;.]I] t’.tlile gpwn, and ke told me that he didn’t jtnq]::irg %:)lr :g;nolr?«;l ‘EE; §
fold hita he nee wl_: ittwg:;k b:iloyww:gvﬁaaﬁd of In:; for swearing agninat him in this conrt,
tealify that I waa \v‘m% and could not h:::]p m;’gél?.nd 1 a3 willing o come hers ond
E:w-H‘gEa}tldld hit Newsome tell you to say ahout your teatimony ¥
ot Snstoar. Ho olil me to come here and awear that Henderson had no principl
. nest neicher white nor color. prineiplo nor
gu:sterm.'r?hm; else did he tell yont :
ntwer. There is o t i
T e recoll%g? many other litile things he told me that he wanted me to
SmthDi:tjo {:;_. threaten yon! .
nswer, Ho me I had better do aa he said, for if idn’
for arotably L e t , for if I didn’t I couldn’t stay there,
thc-:cnldn’t e bogme. o treated in the aame expects that he was or worse, but by who
stion. Was that befs i
h vttt ore the trial came ont
2mtm.lﬂow ltqng hefore ¥
netcer, It waa four daye before the trial.
Question. You did come to awear to ﬂ:l?
Amu;f;u 'lve;, s:r;h; did come to swear to & lia.
#. 'Was whatever el trial
tofgde charlaeter hatever a; x;a you stgwi on that troe, except what you eaid as
nawer. !
of Reto ean’t say nothing about anything; but what I awore myself I can speak
Guestion, I ask if whate i i
3ou staed u to Hen?m%n‘?:'cg'a":  Jou i on that trial was teue, except 89 to what
¢r. No, air ; what I eaid on that trial there was nothj ; i
mﬁ?ﬁ’iﬂ t?li:et;ﬁgl; £ sgoﬂl}::ealzgut we and him havin;tlzgﬁﬁifgﬁm?eéoﬂgghézﬁm
Tout beﬁt::edg tl]lley v :oo .gel.‘.her, apd after these white men had to come hers
exntion., i i inni
e o that your whole testimony, from beginning to end on that trial, was a
Answer, Yes, sir: the whole teatimo
Question. DIA Wi ny was 0ot froe at all,
ac‘tfr o Dl W it Newsome ask you to swear to anything elae except the bad chars
waaﬂ;awre;i;ad H:o astlﬂ;d me would 1 swear where Mr. Holsenpple was the night Henderson
T cat o th Tiver. 1 tloltil! him I could not swear, becanse I didugt. koow where
opon thiat skt thay, o ad been to the mill that day. His mill was broken
b night that elderson was taken o the river, and some flonr waa taken out,
e oo s Ieswear that Mr, Holseapple tas at hismill. I told himIdidn't koow
T e Mr. Hole ppd I\;vaa that might. Then he came back to me in the kitchen, where
¥ mysel, and he sat down in a chair, and eaid, “I tell you, William, yo’u have
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gob to do aa I tell you, or probably you may be done worse than Henderson wos, or
treated in the same expects, or worse expecta.”

Ouestion. Is there anyt-hingha‘lae connected with your testimony, sbout which he

made any statement, except that, that you tecollectt :
Anmeer, No, sir; not that I recollect. :

Yusstion. 1 want you to think, as well a9 yon can, whether Newsome went any further
than to get you to swear to Henderson’s bad character, and trying to get you to swear
shore Holssapple waa, Do you think that was allt

Answer, Yes, sir; I think that was all. N

Question, That being the case, 1 want to ask you this queation: Yon swore on thot

examivation, as I ses %)y the testimony here, that William Henderson had & conversn-
tion on the Toad with you, and said that if he coult get a party of men like himselt,
and Lill out al} the G—a d—n white men snd yellow niggers, the State would be betier
tbar it ia. Albert Goodlos was there.

Answer, Yes, sir; I did atate that

Question, Did Mr. Newsome or anybody else tell you to oy thatt -

Answer. Yes, air; I wasrtold to say that.

Queation. Who told you to say that?

Answer. Mr. Newsome told me.

Question. Why did you not tell me when T asked you a3 important & thing aa that?

Answer, 1 didp’t remsraler it. )

Question. You had forgotten that? ‘

Ausiver, Yes, 8ir. ) L

Question. And this conversation William Hendereon had with you on the road coming
here, you aay? '

Angwer, Coming hiere?

Question. Was it not on the road coming here?

Answer. Ko, sir,

Question, Where did you locate that ? )

Answer. We were working the pablic read from Barton Station to Cherokee, and me
and him got into a dispute. I woa werking with a parce! of white men; he was
working with a erowd of colored. I was sitting down, The whole party, white and
colored, that was working together, was sittiog down, and Henderson came along and
said, “ William Mathews, why aint you at work?” I teld him, * Go on; thab is slways
the way with 5 vigger; le ia always meddling with what he has no buainesa.” That
Wrought us into » i:itt,la crosa-questioning together, but we made that over—made it up
together, :

estion. What was the cross-questioning 1 DR

Angwer, He was intending to whip me that day on the read.

Cuestion. Who was? - -

Answer, Henderson; and ho came to me. 1 wns op a borss riding jn the road, car-
rying the overseera horse up the road to him, and Henderson step}wd ap to me and
snid, “ William Mathews, what did you say about me on the rond?” 1 told him T
didn’t say nothing more about bim than any one elgs, He says, “1 am ont here ou
purpose to make ¥ou whip me or I whip you.” 1 told him, “Ii you can’t take o joke,
Fou oughtu's to b iu & parky ut all.” ‘Chat about all the yellow niggers and white
people, Mr. Newacme told me to say thas himsell.

westior. How Qid Newsoms know of this quarrel between you and Henderaon?

Angwer. 1 and him waa in the kitehen togetber that night, and Mr. Nelson told him
that Henderson wanted to whip mo on the ¥oad, and he woulde't let him do it and
wonldn’t Jet us fight, Thers is where he got hold of it

Queation. What did he say that night in the kitchen about that ¥

Anewer, He told me that nizght thas I wnst mind; that I had to come back the road

next day, snd 1 must raise ho fusses on the road at all; that [ was a stranger in the-
ﬁounft.ry, and had nobody to protoct me in the country but them, and I had better be
caveful,

Queation. How did you come to swear to that statement on the trial?

Awnswer, Beeanse I was told to do i

(uestion. Who told you, and when were you told! o

Anumver, Mr. Newsome told me, but I ¢an't aay what day of the month it was that I

woa told; but he told me to do if.
Queation. Tell us what he told you to say.

Answer. He told me to coms up here and swear inst Henderson’s character and”

principle, he did, and he told me to awear where Mr. Helseapple was the night his
mill got broken open. I told him I couldn’t awear nbout the mill, becavse I didn't
know where Mr. Holsea 'Ple was that night, He got ap then and went into the house,
&nd came back, and told e, “ William, you had better do ss T say, for Irobahly you
may bs treated with the same expacts or worae than Henderson waa, and if you don’t
go and swear something for these men yon can leave here; and if you gets away, you
may probably never bo sny scconnt to yourself” .
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Question. Do you again repeat th i
substance of what M%. Newggl;e to?fl ];3:'1 r;tatement- which you bave just made as the
.é::wer. Yes, wir.
stion. Iask you again, if that ia the substance of what he o
f?ﬁstﬁfs:ﬁﬁr ;ili?g llilzggtgaoa _a:laid to i}r'[;u’ on the road, that if he Mulzldgi%ué B?ﬁﬁ;ﬂ:
y and \ —d'd—n white men and yell i i it wor
be better offt If Newsome did not tell you to?o i{aw(t;‘; ﬁligg;gsu :Jwtet;.er%?i‘w, e would
éﬂswtvgr. Hﬁs Gid tell me to de it
- :es ton. Have you not repested to me iwice what he t0ld you to do, and left that
Ansu;gr. H‘;.r Ifold me to awear thai.
Question, en and where did he tell
é:awgr. Eij Et. iﬁl his own kitchen, ell you to awear thatt
Juestion. ¥ have you failed to st.
P it AN R attenytion : '; e state that be told you to awear that, though I have
énswtf; 1 {iuldhyou that twice. - ' '
Jucation. You have already stated that Mr. Newsoms tol
Answer, Yes, sir; he told me to swear everything that I ddiflo:wt:aiwm that?
Question. You say Albert Goodlos was there; who was he t ’
Angwer. Helives on Mr. Goodloe's place,
Question. Why dirl you say he waa there ¥
Anstwer. T was told to say so.
gmthWaa Albert l‘Gmn:llcm there ¢ ' R
riwer. He was working in
Do e madagor mte pariy of men, bat I do not kmow whether Albert
Ouestion. Was that expreszion made 1
sﬂwﬁo‘;m Ii;vllb] was I didn’t bear it
uestion., 0 told you to say Albert Good) here
An:ﬂvgr. Mr. Newsomws told me to say ao?o o0 wast !
M% H o, .At _the pame titme t.h_a.t he told you to swear as to Honderson’s bad ohar-
gumwer. Yea, sir, :
estion. And you awors to Jsehood, slso, b
‘éxw. Yles,]gi{. that fa , 8lso,
stion. Is Henderson living in this town also now?
Answer. He ia in this town. I don't kno b iy ivi can’t
88y, 1 have never been to his house, I sev; ]‘:;ur tiamgaag;:l:‘g“heaeaor not. I
Whe are you living with ¥ v ey
éunmﬁo‘ Aifreﬁ Cleary, B
estion. A white or a colored
.Q!mgﬂ A colored man. ored mant '
- Question. Where did you live before you went to Mr. N,
Answer, T was with John Rohinson’sycircus before ;'we?xmmﬁ:. Nowsome's

hetold younto ¢

Question, Traveli i ircng
3::8100"- L ;i'g'mg around the conntry with a o T o M
estion. What were you doing with i o T
Answer, Tending to the horses ho elrous?
 Question. A driver or Tubber?
Jé:;aer. Rﬁlbbe;'. ) '
tisn, How long had you been
gmu:gr. T‘v.‘\;ﬁlve months.y with the eircus ¢
westion. ere were you when Robinson & Coa eiren
. é:::m A}"{O‘f"f ';:sta],: a(};orgiai, Richmond County. s employed you t
. n i
: é::m‘?"- I‘;ﬂa ™ rﬁ had g:i!;e&v:ﬁl e:.élem, and what were yon doing there?
Guestion Withﬂ J;solﬁo& ;Lvm.g with when Robinson’s circns picked you upt
Question, What is his name ¥ o ' '
Anm{;;‘ Themas 8. Oliver. )
. You bad lived with
A&% Yf‘ghﬁir- y ith him all your dayst
& at ia his poat-office ¥
61@3&2@. Hﬁ was fa.miier.
westion, Do )
-é;':;';?‘- Aﬁgus:a':: ;iﬁ'ifﬁﬁﬁ ;’ho uame of the post-offico where you got your letterst
ien, Do i i
S Vo, 3}? mean in the city of Avgustat
_Quea!m Did Thomas
hia post-ofiea ¥
Answer, Yes, air,

8. Oliver get his letters in the city of Angusta, snd was thad
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‘Why did you quit the circua ¥

Answer. They didn’t have no further use or employment for me.

Qn;esumu. Did Mr. Newsome take a suit of clothes away from you that belonged to
you

Answrer. Yes, sir,

Question. Had you paid for them t

Aunswer, Yea, sir.

Question. Where did he find these clothes t
f Answer, My pants was in hiskitchen, and my shirt at the woman’s howse that washed
for me,

Question. Did he go and take them ¥

Answer, Yea, sir,

Question. Did you see him take them ¥

Arawer. He took them snd put them on another man, and I weut right to fhe place.
He took them at night, and the next morriug he put them on another man, and I went
and saw them on the man, nod I asked bim before Mr. Newsome's face Low lLie came
by my elothes. He said Mr. Newsome gave them to him.

Question, And ke refased yon your wagest

Answer. Yes, air,

Question. What is Mr. Newsome’s post-office ; whete does he get his letters ¢

Answer. Cherckee, !

Question. In what connty ¥

Anawer. Colbert County,

Questiogn, What ie bis firet nome ¥

4 . Whit Ne )




