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WILDER, C. B, testimony of—Continued. -
believes the ring has combined to get up Ku-Kiux disturbances for political

effect ; ‘Delieves the laws can be executed. ... ivesves canmvainnnn cunsn
concerning railroad. bonds. .- ccv coeons domaioviiote hane s nain oz g0 249,250,
concerning the establishment of schools.....civeenioevaraiiaiianan. v

the character of Judge Long is pretty bad; he is & disgrace to his office and to
his party ; it cost Senator Gilbert' $10,000 to obtain his office ; the comptrol-
ler is the only honest man connected with the State government; all the
rost are policy men........... S T R
has confidence in Mr. Bisbee, United States district attorney.
does not thinlk the negroes well qualified 10 Vole.cvuvs vivemeinnnaiinat s
negroes not fit for-self-government, nor are one-half the whites in the State.. .
WILLIAMS, JOS. JOHN, testimony of 4
thirty-nine years of age; born in North Carolina; resident of Leon County,
Florida, for nineteen years ; a planter; was central chief for Leon County of
Young Men's Democratic Club. . cuevuineeiiviisiieiioccmeiccccaaaanes
was iu the legislature eight or ten times before the war.
formerly owned three hundred slaves... .. .ccceiiicecniamuneeinincianaans
at one time Judge Queen, and at another time Mr. Brokaw, was president of
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club at Tallahassee ; there wete three clubs in Leon County ; the club is not *

in existence now ; do not remember any of the other, officers; meetings were

held in Tallahassee ; do not know that the organization existed in any other °

county ; the club was sub-divided into hundreds and fifties; has understood

that lxtra Billy Smith is at the head of ‘an organization precisely the same . :

in Virginia; there was an oath of secrecy at initiation ; the copy of constitu-
tion presented to witness (furnished by Frank Myers) looks like constitution
of club at Tallahassee. ... oo oiioe it it e e e e,
explanation of provisions of constitution and object of organization...227,228,
was chief of organization for Leon ‘County; did not belong to secret service
committee, and did not know anything aboutit; three clubs in Leon County,
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at Tallahassee, Miccosukie, and Cenireville; best men in the county, the .

democrats generally, belonged to the organization; & good institution and .

productive of good while it lasted....ovieuvensaans B ———
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in Leon county the democratic vote was 600 or 700, and epposite party 2,700
or 2,800; 300 or 400 democrats belonged to the club ; fthe organization was -

in the interest of good order, and could act promptly, while applications to
the courts would take time; it was similar to the regulators before the war.
but few bad men in the county ; Major Purman is a bad, bitter man, and ¢harged

with being a fanatic and exciting the negroes; all the white people regard °

Purman as s dangerous, bad man ; knows but little personally of him.....
hes heard that Mr. Hamilton was a bad man, an agitator; has heard that
when Hamilton and Purman went to Jackson County, as agents of the Freed-
men’s Bureau, they broke up existing contracts with colored people, and
required new ones to be made, charging a fee of a dollar or a
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ollar and a |

half for each contract signed ; witness employs about 270 of his former -

slaves : most of the disturbances have occurred in Jackson County; heard
that Hamilton arrested some young ladies for taking flowers in & cemetery. .
bas heard republicans say that such men as Purman and Hamilton were ruining
the party; not a dozen white republicans in Leon County ; the colored people,
if let alone, show no disposition to violence; Bishop Pearce (colored) and

932

others indicted for bribery in connection with General Littlefield’s matters; &

large number of negroes collected with clubs and sticks to protect Pearce,
when it was reported the democrats were going to put him out of the legisla-
ture ; no longer necessary to keep up the democratic club; has not heard of
it for fifteen or sixteen months; everything is now quiet.....ceseeocenonn.
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lasw-abiding peoplo object to Purman and Hamilton ; has no knowledge of

democratic club, except in Leon County.ecoce.cemcenvmncie.oan .
object of the club to thoroughly organize democratic party ; nothin
or obligations in violation of laws of United States or of Florig
between railroad conductor and colored man; conductor cut the colored man
with a small knife, and was arrested and put in jail; 300 or 400 negrees as-
sembled, and Gibbs, colored secretary of state, told them then was the time
to couilmence their troubles with the whites ; that they had been run over long
I e oy T Ay e T T
mayor gof Tallghassee ordered out guard of colored men to protect the jail;
operations of Hamilton and others produced feeling of insécurity on the part
of the whites; disttirbance at election in Quincy ; the democratic clib was
to preserve good Order..--cv caeevcenreanan cannas e ——
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ILLIAMS, JOS. JOHN, testimony of—Continueu. ;
©  ajury on which were seven colored men indicted Pearce for bribery ; there was
_ 1o law for action of Purman and Hamilton in breaking up contracts. ......
knows but one instance where colored men have been wronged by their em-
| ployers, and that was the case of Major Weeks, from Boston........... ...
.. 'has no knowledge of Ku-Klux organization ; killing of Carraway and Yerty,
¥ - republicans, and McGriff, democrat; has heard that there were five or six

murders in Jackson County since the surrender, four or five of which were
. "republicans killed by republicans, and one was a democrat ... cocqeeeaenn.

was once called upon by mayor of Tallahassee to assist in defending the cap-
" itol against Senator Osborn and his wing of the republican party. ... ...
“Williams, Tom, whipped in Alachua County, 1871 3
WILSON, LEMUEL, testimony of ccccee cocnuicerecuonmnsanacacssmamnsnans 195-202, 225
fifty-five years old ; born in North Carolina; resident of Florida, and re-
ceiver of United States land-office at Tallahassee
lived in Alachua County over thirty years
the Ku-Kluxis a lawless organization for political purposes; all outside of the
republican party are opposed to the Ku-Klux law of Congress; considerable
opposition to political rights of colored people ; social ostracism of white re-
publicans ; lives of colored people not sufficiently regarded
a great many negroes killed; no white man convicted for killing a negro;
negroes can obtain rights of property before the courts, but not justice in
criminal prosecutions; negroes easily convicted of offenses against whites;
. Mr. Lucy killed at Newnansville by a man named Moody, who had been
tried previously for killing a negro. ... .c.eeooeiamariieiiiriiae cant nans
patticulars of murder of son of Harry Harold, (colored,) for which four per-
sons were tried and acquitted ; murder of Dickinson in Jackson County....
regarded Dickinson as a very fine man; Moody was a lawless man, and has
not been arrested for the murder of Lucy ..o ocvoonmoimmmmoiicneenianann
understood that Lucy took but little part in politics, but that he voted republi-
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attack on General Birney by a party under lead of a man of the name of
B (L1 (T Ty ——
two of the party in the attack on Birney~have been indicted ; Birney came
from Illinois, and is solicitor of his eirenit..ceee covecocncvoeccrcnecnann
particulars of disturbance at last election in Columbia county ; heard it charged
that Dickinson was killed for being too intimate with the wife of a colored
man ; does not believe the charge ; it is common te charge persons who have
been killed with having committed some offense ; colored man taken from

jail in Gainesville and hung, January, 1871 ..ccceumuemiccerioccnanvonns .
. Witnesses, testimony of—

Bisbee, H., jr., ,
Bryant; Homer, (Coloted)sseess wessss senusmnnss s sasasansabsss §555e8 dins
Brysow; Willlam oo cpupevsmmmmsssssssewns, Seses: saemsstms
Childs, J. W.......

Cone, Florida E
Cone, R. W..ueueun-.

Dennis, Ly Geeampsseonssssmmvbe

Douglas, Sanuel J...... SRR
Forson; Roberte.vsss sssssvmapsnsss spases
Fortune, Emanuel, (colored)
Gibbs, J. C., (colored)........

Hamilton, C. Macicee venennceccnaoannann R Vv S
JOHDRON:: Bl Gussnsg suns 55 i0mmesiiomen smndnbibimed §&idnamanmnssmees b
Kreminger, Rebecea Nucsues ssnsawonns sussamsnsns s sassssommsss o8 5558
Liongy, 1. Tovwyas
Martin, Malachi............
Meacham, Robert, (colored)
Moutgomery, David
Myers, Frank
Melson, Josephy(eolored).caemsmesis 5 sommanssing s serenesmsrm: DreERE@aSTR 136-144
Peayes, ‘Chatles H., (e0lored) oy wyssenssmpmsss pravesesssmres poss@ams 165-176
Pousser, Richard, (¢olored)..ceceeene saemeeaiocaeaacacroanceaans - 272-279
Purman, W. J .
Reed, Henry, (colored). «.cueeceus ot caanacanceceeccecscnenacccecaceas vana
Rountree, Doc., (colored)
Stearns, M. L
Stringfellow, E. H.
TIAWELL, B, B omcrmscommminn snamsmmimseis gaimpesinm yoyes sy sus s
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