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MEACHAM, ROBERT, (colored,) testimony of—Continued.

many colored people are committed to jail by justices of the peace for the most
frivolous and trifling things, though but few in Jefferson County ; there is
not & good feeling on the part of white people in regard to colored people
voting ; white people say they are in favor of colored schools, buf will do
nothing to help them, and will not engage in teaching them; teachers of col-
ored schools are treated with contempt....ccoeeeann... [T S ——
particulars of disturbance at election in Jefferson County, November, 1870....
about five hundred republicans prevented from voting ; all the democrats voted ;
Colonel Bird indicted by grand jury of United %tates court for disturbing
BleCion: « coduwasrcss semmenemes sy s SEESEEETESE § SHEE ESVERE BE K@ GwEe
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colored vote of Jefferson County about 2,500 or 2,600, and white vote 600 or

700; two colored men and one white man elected to legislature when witness
was elected ; at last election two colored men and one white man elected to
legislature ; the colored members-elect can read and write ...ceuenen nnnsn
there is State provision for public-schopl system, and State law concerning
contracts between employer and laborer .......c......iii...n T
believes that among white employers there is some understanding to manage
s0 as to prevent colored people from having all they have justly earned; per-
haps six white people in Jefferson County vote the republican ticket .......
white men in Jefferson County pretty much all democrats; men who treat
laborers fairly can get all the labor they want..c.eeeuoaeoiiaminciiaaaa,
Militia, arms for, destroyed....cv.covaiiannnn.. § SRR § SRR SN 122,

MONTGOMERY, DAVID, testimony of ... caceceacuceevmenrnnnsanncnsennnnn

thirty-five years old; born in New York; resident of Madison County,
Florida; been sheriff of that county over three years....ceeeuciaaaoa.a..
made five hundred arrests.....c.oocueioiacaionnn RS A7 SRR B
came to Florida in 1857, and been in the State off and on since then; was a
mason, brick-layer, and plasterer before the war. ... .cooivimranioaiiaa..
was collector of the county fora time. ... .. .... . iiiiimi it iinaniaaan.
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there have been 37 murders in the county, and no person convicted; John T, °

Glass was tried and acquitted for killing Oscar Tension, colored ; the grand
jury has found a bill against no other ﬁerson for murder ; three white men,
Smith, Quiet, and Allison killed ; Smith killed by colored men............ %
three white men went to the house of Mr. Allison, about half-past 12 at night,
called him out and shot him ; four or five persons whipped in upper part of
the county, near Georgialine ; the last person whipped about 1st of October,
1871; believes there is a Ku-Klux organization in the county ; been told so
by one person who was solicited to join it ; colored man of the name of Gent
Killed, s0x sumsssmmuninns 53 5 saspsmmmpraesEe S CRTRIE SR AR TR S
two years ago the wife and daughter of a colored man named Scarboro were
whipped ; a man of the name of Sapp told witness there was a Ku-Klux or-
ganization in upper part of county and in Georgia; store.and stock of goods
belonging to witness burned December 17, 1870; store of Mr. Hausman
burned November 6, 1871 ; store of Mr. Katzenburg set on fire twice; the
night before the last election seven or eight companies of armed and mounted
men came into town, and many colored men were thereby kept from voting ;
all the victims of murders, whippings, and burnings belong to the republi-
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10 jury can be obtained to convict those offenders; witness was fired at one -

night while going to his residence in the country; his horse was shot in two
places, two shots in his buggy, and witness was obliged to remain in the
woods all night ; could not recognize the party; they were armed with guns
and mMuskets. covuwvweuee so oo sammmwsivamvsins s srsseed aveas whamumes wews
& colored justice of the peace received a letter signed K. K. K., threatening him
if he did not resign; a colored deputy sheriff, of the name of Sampson, re-
ceived a similar letter ; Glass was fried in 1869 by a white jury and aequitted
on the ground of self-defense...civcacianiieniet iloniiioisciiannanss
there are perhaps a hundred white republicans in the county, if they could be
got to vote; do not know any one who belongs to a secret political organiza-
tion ; heard a man of the name of McClary say ‘* he could toot his horn and
get eighty men at his call any time ;" he said it while under the influence of
liquor; summoned a posse to assist in making an arrest, and they refused..
no difficulty in making arrests, if the parties can be reached ; think they get
information from members of the grand jury and keep out of the way......
armed parties came into town the day before election from different parts of
the county ; they were armed with pistols, guns, and muskets, and camped
in the woods.c.vuvvenes e Dt e S D T LD 0D
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MONTGOMERY, DAVID, testimony of—Continued.
have seen no bands of disguised men; it is difficnlt for a northern man to live
in the interior of the State..ea.. ccocem ittt iiaianan s 133
southern republicans are treated as badly as northern men.... «.....cacuu.. 134
a man by the name of Bryant was killed in October, 1870, and the parties
charged with killing him have been arrested.........cooeemiunsinnnnn 135
they are colored men, and are awaiting trial.... ..oco.oieeiincroiionann... 136
Morris, Alexander, hanged in Alachua County, 1871....ccaveercnanann. 159, 163, 225, 292
MYERS, FRANK, testimony of .. .uue e iacoiecac st nnneneceannrannannnnnn 156-164
thirty-three yearsold; born in South Carolina; resident of Columbia County,
Florida, for about two years; before that time lived in Alachua and Her-
nado Counties ; for a time was traveling agent of the Florida Courier.. ... . 156
was county commissioner at one time; never voted apy but democratic ticket,
but does not now affiliate with democratic party; holds no office now..... ¥ 162
joined & democratic club in 1868, in Alachua County, and was invited to join the
Secret Service Club, but did not; the objectof Secret Service Club, as ex-
plained, was to use force or violence, if necessary, to prevent secretly and
effectually certain parties from exerting too great influence with the colored
population of that ConNtY weveve ce somsipes vons susmsusmwans wus sus sawEsss 156
thinks that organization is what is commonly known as Ku-KluX.cecaevnee.. 157
constitution of Young Men’s Democratic Club. ..ooon oo inaiiiaanaa.. 157,158
the oath of the Secret Service Club was not committed to writing...c........ 158

the secret service oath was to obey all orders or edicts from the chief of the

club, the central chief of the county, or the central chief of the State; also

to remove, by any mesans possible, any obstacle in the way of the success of .

thé AemOCIAtIC PATLY ca mmima su sdbwmmammn mmsmimsepms s s $hs < SESHEEE T 159
the attack, in 1870, on William H. Birney, district attorney in the fifth judicial

circuit of the State, was stated by one of the parties to be by members of

the Secret Service Committee; a negro hung in Alachua County, in the

winter of 1870-'71, by the same organization; & copy of the constitution of

Young Men's Democratic Club was given to witness, when he removed to .

Hernando County, in order that he could organize clubs in that county.... 159
do not know who was at the head of the order; has understood that the State

organization was completed ; has” had.nothing to do with the club since

1869 ; the central chief in Alachua County was Dr. Dudley; signed the con-

stitution in 1868; was then acting with the democratic party; organized

two clubs in lernando County; has no knowledge of Secret Service Com.

mittee, except verbal instructions to enable him.to organize them.......... 160
no disguise was tprovide(’i ; do not know personally of unlawful acts committed

by members of the club; obtained the particulars of the attack on General

Birney from one of the parties concerned init..coee ccerveieonnmenanaaana. 161.
secret gervice oath was not administered to witness, but stated to him in order

to enable him to organize clubs; in February, 1869, two negroes were hung

by Ku-Klux in Hernando County...coo..cooeuooiiuisontocamananannnnnnn 162
believes there were half a dozen clubs in Alachua County; do not know the

members of the Secret Service Committee; was told by members of the dem-

ocratic club that members of the Secret Service Committee hung the negro

in Alachua County .......... e e e e e 163
each club had & name ; witness was one of the first to join the club to which

he belonged, which was the first club in the county ; does not know where

the club originated sesvowesanss asmmmsusmvammmss s swe R EEEEEE RhA G 164
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NELSON, JOSEPH, (colored,) testimony of ... ..coeeoneeeenennnnns. S— 136-144

going on twenty-twu years of age; born in Calhoun County, Florida, and now
resides in Jacksonville; came from Marianna, Jackson County, in 1869,

because of an attempt to kill him; followed carpentering and farming in

JAckeon- County., coeupresmsnmummses ssmsammes 5ias TRRRERE D Rbas snmmmen 136

voted at last election, and voted for some officer two years ago, and after-
ward found that he was not old enough to vote ..... ey e KSR 143

in 1869, Oscar Granberry, Matt Nichols, and wife and son, were killed ; and
Calvin Rogers killed; Silas Pitman, shot 8ince 1869...veececeer ccvnce auen 140
Nichols, Maria, killed in Jackson County, 1869 ........... -.. 80,110, 140, 145,291
Nichols, Matt, killed in Jackson County, 1869 ..... . ..80,110, 140,145,291
Nichols, Matt, jr.. killed in Jackson County, 1869..cccuvuuun cannn-. 80, 110, 140, 145,291
Nichols, Oscar, Rillod. ... .cucecosnmcn veasmemorcoss » o enss sses s s vaas P 112

Noitherners, feeling toward coco'eeececcecnann. Surarasmisserase N — 100, 133, 134, 203, 267



