ATLANTA, GEORGLA, October 27, 1871,
ABRAM COLBY (colored) sworn and examined.

By the CHAIRMAN :

Question. State your age, where you were born, and where you now live ¥

dngwer. 1 am fitty-two years old. I was born in Groene County and it is my home
50w when I can live there,
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Question. Were you a slave before the war? .

Answer, Yes, sir; I waa raised by wy father, and I was o slave of his,

Question, Were you living with Iim ab the time of the emancipation ¥

Angwer. No, sir; he was dead then, He left mo froe when be died.

Question. Hotr tmany yanrs have you been free ?

Ansteer. Abnut twenty years.

Question. What was your occupation before the warf

Answer, T uged to bo & barber, .

Ghtestion, Did yon take apny part in the pelitica of the country after the war was
over and reconstruction Liad commenced T

Aunswer. Yea, sir, I did, after the war was over,

Question. What []mrt il von take ¢

Answer. I took the republican part.

Question. You acted with the republicun party ¢

Answer. Yea, gir.

Question. Yon took & prominent and active part ¥

Anzwer. I thivk so. :

GQuestion. Have you held any office or position ¥

Answer, I was elected to the legislature.

Question, Which legistaturet
 Answer. T 1863,

Queation. To which honae ¥

Answer. To the lower house,

Question. Were you one of those who were expelled ¢

Angwer. Yes, sir. : '

Question. And then reinstated?

Anscer, Yes, sir.

Question, Are you o member of the next honse ¥

Answer, Yes, gir; I wag elected to'the next legialature. -

Question. Tell ua whether at any tiroe you have had any violence offored to you ; and
if 8o, tell us what it waa,

Anzwer. On the 20th of October, 1869, they came to my house and breke my door
open, took me out of my bed and teok me to the woods aud whipped me three hours
or more and left me in the woods for dead. They said to me, * Do you think you will
‘ever vole another damned radical ticket ¥’ I said, ¥ I will wot tel{ you o ke They
gaid, # No; don’t tell a lie” T thought I would not tell & lie. I supposed they would
zill me anyhow. Isaid, “ If there was an election to-worrow, I would vote the radi-
cal ticket.” They set in and whipped me o thounsand licks more, I seppose.

Question. With what did they whip you?t

Answer, With stickes and with siraps that had buckles on the ends of them.

Question, How many were engaged in that?

Answer, Bixty-five came to my house and fooll me out; only twenty-five whipped
me, so I understood after they thiought T was dead,

Question. Were they disguised?

Angwer, Yes, sir,

Question. Did i?“ koow any of them ¥

Answer, I think so.

Quegtion. How many 1

Angwer. Ten or kifteen.

Question. Give their names ¥

Answer. Doctor John E. Walker, William Lawrence, Jim Williams, Heory Johnson,
Mr. Black—I do not koow his given name, but Le was a poor fellow—Mr, Barnwell,
Jobo Dongn, Willizm Turnell, Mr. SBannders—a young man, I forget hie first name—
Albert Tunison, » young fellow, Tom Robinson, sud Henry Jackson. I can swear to
those names, and there are others I can name, some two or threo I thiok I knew, but I
will not tell any except I can ewear 1o them. :

Cestion. Where way this donef .

dnswer, In Greene County, abput two miles from Greensborough. I live in the
country, . .

Question. Was that before you Lad becn expelled from the legislature ¢

Answer, Mo, sir; it was after, and before I was seated again.

Question. What is the character of those men who wers engaged in whipping yont

Answer, Some of themn are the first-class men in our town. One is a lawyer, one s
docter, and some are farmers; bot among then some are not worth the bread they eat.
I have heard » great many names since, bat I did vot koow them that night,

Question, Did they have any talk with you hefore they tvok you out !

dnswer, No, sit. They broke my door down, I was asleep. They called out, * Sur-
sender!” Usaid, “Of course I surrender.” They had their pistols, and they took me
in my night-clothes and carried me o mile and a gnarter from home. I may say that
they hit me five thousand blows. I told President Grant the same that I tell you now.
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After they thought I wna dead, Doctor Walker camo up to feel my pulse. Finﬂin%;ny
wrist all web and bloody, be did not feel my puise, but eaid, “ He is dead.” Tom Rob-
inson was commanding the crowd. Two of them said, ¢ Captain, we havo not struck
him a liek” Ho said, “ Yes, all of yon have” They said, ** Ouly twenty-three ol us
liave whipped Lim.” He said, “ Go on and lick him ; be is 2 dead man” Ono of them
came up and struck me. 1 counted bis ticks, At that time they did not huxt me a bit,
sxcept about the neck. He struck me two hundred licks. They gave me four or five
Lundied befors they commeunced counting, They told me to take off my shirs, I said,
w [ pever do that for any man.? They tried to knock me down with fheir sticks, but
ihey could not do it. My drasvers fell down about my feet, and they took hold of them
and putled thew, anid tripped me up. They then pulled my shirt up over my Lead,
They said 1 had voted for Grant, Bullock, and Blodgett.
Question. You Lad voted in the legislature for Foster Blodgett, and had voted ot the
polla for Bullock and Grant?
Answer. Yes, sir.
Question. And that was the reason they gave for whipping yout
Answer, Yes, sir; and they said I had intluence with the wuegroes of other connties,
aud had carried the negroes agaiust them. About two days before they whipped e
they offered me $5,000 to turn and go with them, and said they would pay me $2,500
cash if 1 would turn and let aucther man go to the legislature in my place. I told
them that I would not do it if they wonld give me all the county was worth; that
Foster Biodgett had always been a trie man to me and to my partg. Oune of them
laughed and said, ¥ You bhave a son named Foater Blodgett.” I said, ¢ Yes, I bave,”
Thab vight when they whipped me, they said, # You named a litt?e son of yours Foster
Blodgett; we will give you a hundred mors for that;” and tbey did so. The worst
thing about the whole matter wae thia: My wother, wife, and daughter were in the
room when they camoe there and carried me out. My litile daugliter came out and
begged them not to carry me away. They drew up a gan and actually frightened her
to death. She never got over it until she died,
Question. How long did she live ¥
Angwer. About a year.
Question. Had sbe ever been sick before ?
Angwer. No, air; that was the part that grieves me the most about the whole thing.
1 was at my Louse a week ago, bat I staid in the woods that night; they were arcund
thers looking for me. )
Question. Have you property down there? ) .
Answer. Yes, sir; I have o stall plantation, and I could malke a8 comfortable a living
there a8 anywhers in the world if they would leave me alone. I cannot live there.
Question. Have suy of those men been punished for this transaction ¥
Aumver. No, sir. 1 would have come Defors the court Liers last week, but I knew it
was ue use for ms to try to get Ku-Klux condemned by Ku-Klux, and 1 did net come.
Mr. Saunders, & tmember of the grand jury bere last week, is the father of one of the
very men I knew whipped me, What was the use of my going before that grand
jury ¥ Severat tried to get me to come, but I eaid, “I will not go before that comrt if
1 bever get them punished ; for I know that court will never punish them.”
Question. Why Lave yon not brought a civil action for damagea against them ¥
a Angwer. 1 Aid not see that I could get anything; that is the renson why I have not
one it. :

By Mr. BCOFIEID

Question. ‘You would be the only witness to prove who they were ¥
Answer. My old motber-in-law thinka she knew one of the men who cawe into the
bouse ; but I have never called his name, for I do not think I knew him,

By the CHATRMAN:

Quertion. How long before you recovered from the effecta of this treatment ¥

Answer, 1 hiave never got over it yet. They broke something inside of me, and the
deetor has been attending to me for more than o year.s Sometimes I capnot %:t up and
down off my bed, and my left hand is not of much use to me. I can use it better now
than I conld a while ago. I connot do sny work now, though I always made my living
befors én the barber-shop, baunling wood, &c.

Question. You epoke about being elected to the next legislatare 1

Angwer. Yes, sir.

Quesiion. How +was that managed ; did yon go into the county ¥ o

Answer, Yes, gir; but they rua me off duriog the election. I eamse off the morning
of ibe lust day of election. )

Question, How did they run you off ¥ i

duswer. They got efter me, and swore they would kill me if I staid there, My col-
oredl Iriends wers airaid they would kill me, and wanted me to come up here; but
still they continued voting for me. The Saturday night before the election 1 went to
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sharch; when I got home my dogs out in the yard began barking. One of my boys
epened the door, and just as he did so a bullet came through the 50_01:‘ and went into

o ceiling, 1 took my gunm and run up stairs, and thought I could shoot through the
window. They lieard me going up stairs, and they just peppered all that side of the
house with sbot and bullets,

Question. Did you vote at the election ¥

Angwer, Yes, 8ir.

Question. Did they make an{ objection to your voting ¢

Answer, No, sir. Last year I went bome repeatediy; this year tbey ave trying o
keep me away 8c as to contest my aeat in the legislature, on the ground of my being &
non-resident. That is the idea, I am toll by the leading men of the county, both
white aud colored.

ticw. What sort of an elsction did you have there Iaat year?

Answer, We had a pretty fair election. At the beginning of the election, on the firat
day, we lad some United States poldiers there. They got them drunk, and they
changed the tickefa of some of the colored people. I saw them deing it, one of them.

Question. A soldier did that?

Answer. Yes, siv.

Question. What kind of a man waahe ?

Angwer. He was an Irishman. Isaw one of them. change o ticket thata eolored man
had, and I went to him and aaid, “ You must not do that” They gave the colored
man » ticket for Mr. Sannders, who ran againet me, Ho was the father of one of the
men whe beat me. :

{uestion. How much majority did you get

Answer. Between seven and eight landred, T think.

Question. Were those men disgnised who treated you in the way you have stated

Answer, Yes, sir; they were all disguised.

Queation, Were they what are known as Ku-Klax ¥ .

Answer. Yes, sir; if they are not Ku-Klux, then there are not any. They had on
white gowns thatcamedown below their knees, masks on theirfaces, and their heads wers
covered up with wh'te caps, er sowething of the kind; a mask and a cap op too, I
think. Iknew the voices of those men whoge names I Lave given, ns well as I knew
my own. I was with them every day. Thers were geveral there who did not speak aé
all; but I knew some of them by the boots they had en their feet; and they had two
negroes with them.

Question, Did the negroes whip yon ¥

Answer. Yes, sir. :

Question. Did you know who they were?

Anstoer. Yes, eir ; Greefl Lawrence was one. I forget to give his name just now.

Question. Who was the other ¥

Angwer, Joe Bonner, He is dead, and there is no use to give his name.

Question, Were those negroes uniriendly to yon?

Answer, Yes, eir; they voted tbe democratic ticlet from the start.

Question. What nomber of colored people vote the demoeratic ticket there

Answer. T do not think we lose over fifty colored votes in the whole county, and 1
do net think we wonld lose them if we could get & chance to talk with them, but we
are noi allowed to go away from town.

Question. Why not?

Answer. If I was to go into the country five milea I would not be allowed to go back
again. '

gQaestion. Are there any white republicana in the county ¥

Angswer. Very few ; they cannot go to the polls and ebow it. :

Question. How do they treat whits men there who are [riendly to the colored peopla?

Answer. They scorn theni, and: call them Yankees. We have had several school
teachers there that they bave run off. -They took a teacher named Gladdon, a northern
man, and walked him all over town one night snd then carried Lim to a fish pund,
and told him that if he was there in the morning they would do scmething to him.
He came to me the next morning.

Question. What did they tell him they would do if he staid there ¥

Answer. They said they would kill him,

Question, Was he tenching a colored school or & white school ¥

Answer, A eclored school. .

Question. Are there any colored schools thers now ¥

Answer. Ove.

- Question, Who is teaching it T

Answer. A colored man.

Question, Did they interfere with him ¥

Answer, They have not yet, he eays; he Las only been there a mounth.

Question. Do you know anything sbout any colored peopls baving been killed there!

Answer, 1 know of several having been Lilled. :
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Question, Do you recollect the nawmes of any? . ) :

Angwer. Allen Jackson and Bob Lewis were killed ; T think about six o seven have
besu Lilled, There was & vellow man killed there, but I cannot think of his name,
though I knew him very well. ’ .

Question. Do you know of any cases of whi ping there?

Answer, There is vo use in talking about w ipping ; they whiB them whenever they
\vant:l to, in my county, I would have bad several of them up nere now, but they are
afraid to come.

By Mr. ScorIELD;

Question, Do they burn any of your school-houses and churches?

dnswer, They fired our school-honse gne night, hut it was near our house, and my
wifo and I put the fire out. I do not knmow whosver to lay that to, whether white
people or colored people. They would ron off every teacher we had,




